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SANDWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL          Active spelling  
 

Telephone Words 
Look at a telephone keypad. 
Translate each letter of each 
word into a number. Now 
write your spelling words 
using this code. 

Wiggly Squiggly 
Write out each of your 
spelling words using 
colourful wiggly lines for 
each letter. 
 

Scramble 
Jumble up the spelling of 
each of your spelling words 
and try to get someone to 
guess the words. 
 

Bubble Letters 
Using bubble writing spell 
each of your spelling words. 
After you have written them 
in bubbles colour them in 
different colours. 

Word Search 
Make a word search with 
your spelling words inside it. 
See if you can challenge 
someone to find them all! 
 

All the colours 
Copy each of your spelling 
words and use a different 
colour or each letter of each 
word. 
 

Missing Letters 
Ask someone to write out 
each of your words lots of 
times and each time they 
miss out some letters.  Then 
you have to fill them in. 

Consonant Circle 
Write out each of your 
spelling words and them go 
back and circle all the 
consonants in each  

Trace Around  
Write each of your spelling 
words using a pencil. Then 
trace around each word 
using a pencil, pen or crayon. 
 

Silly, Silly 
See if you can write a silly 
sentence using as many of 
your spelling words as you 
can.  Remember 
punctuation! 

Acrostic 
Use 3 of your words and 
write an acrostic poem for 
each one. Use the words 
that start with each letter of 
your spelling word. 
 

Vowel Circle 
Write out each of your 
spelling words and then go 
back and circle all the vowels 
in each word. 
 

Other Hand 
First write your words the 
way you usually do. The 
write the list with your other 
hand. 
 

Pyramid Spelling 
Starting with the first letter, 
add one on each time you 
move down the pyramid eg 
          b 
         bo 
        boo 
       book 

Sign Words 
Research how to spell some 
of your spelling words using 
sign language. 
 

Label your words 
Draw and label a picture of 
each of your spelling words. 
Remember it must be 
colourful. 
 

Food Words 
Arrange pasta, beans, cereal, 
sweets or any other food to 
form the letters of each 
word on your list.  See if you 
can take a picture. 

ABC 
Write your words in 
alphabetical order. 
 

Hidden Picture 
Draw a picture and hide your 
spelling words in the picture. 
See if someone can find all 
the words. 
 

Practice Test 
Have someone at home test 
you on your spelling words. 
This is a good one for a 
Thursday night! 
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SANDWOOD  PRIMARY SCHOOL          Active Spelling 
 

Spelling Shapes 
Count during spelling words. 
Draw one shape for each 
word and write one of the 
spelling words inside it. 
 

Adding my words 
Each letter has a value.  
Consonants = 10 points 
Vowels = 5 points. 
Add up the value of each of 
your words. 
eg book = 10+5+5+10= 30 
 

Air Writing 
Write your words in the air 
and get someone to say 
which word it is. Then get 
someone to write for you, 
and you guess. 
 

Across and Down 
Write each of your spelling 
words across then down 
starting with the first letter 
Book  
o 
o 
k 

Story, Story 
Write a story using ALL of 
your spelling words. Be sure 
to underline your spelling 
words in the story. 
 

Create an Activity 
Create your own activity to 
practise your spelling words. 
Explain it and do it in your 
jotter. 
 

Fancy Letters 
Write each of your spelling 
words using fancy letters eg 
dots, curls etc. 
 

Upper and Lower 
First, write each word in 
CAPITAL letters. Second, 
write each word in 
lowercase letters. 
 

Connect the Dots 
Write your spelling words 
using dots. Then connect the 
dots by tracing over them 
with a coloured pen or 
pencil. 
 

Dots Game 
Find someone to play with. 
Make a square 4 dots by 4 
dots. Take it in turns. When 
someone spells a word 
correctly when they get to 
connect 2 dot 

Trace a Shape 
Count your spelling words 
and draw a shape for each 
word. Then trace each shape 
by writing a word around 
each of them. 
 

Rhyming Words 
Write each of your spelling 
words and next to each word 
write a word that rhymes 
with it. If necessary your 
rhyming word can be 
nonsense as long as it 
follows the same pattern. 
 

Salt Box 
Ask your parents to pour salt 
(or sand) into a shallow tray 
or box and then practise 
spelling your words with 
your finger. 
 

Pyramid Power 
Sort your spelling words into 
easiest and hardest. Write 
the easiest one at the top of 
your page. Then, write the 
next easiest word twice 
underneath. Write the next 
word 3 times and continue 
until you have built your 
pyramid. 

Three Times  
Write each of your spelling 
words 3 times. First in pencil. 
Second in crayon. Third in 
pen. Make sure you write 
your words neatly. 
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Secret Agent Words 
Number the alphabet from 
1-26. Eg 1=a, 2=b etc. 
Convert your spelling words 
into a number code. Write 
the spelling word next to the 
code. 
 

Back Writing 
Use your finger to spell your 
words, one letter at a time 
on the back of your partner. 
 

Words All Around Us 
Try to find at least 5 of your 
spelling words around the 
room(magazines, 
newspapers, books etc.) 
Write down where you 
found them and why they 
were used. 
 

Choo-Choo Words 
Write your entire list of 
spelling words end-to-end as 
one long word (like a train). 
Use a different colour for 
each word. 
 

Sketch a Word 
Try to sketch all the letters 
of a word together to make a 
fancy image. 
 

Magazine Words 
Use old magazines, comics 
or newspapers to find the 
letters of each of your 
words. Cut out the letters 
and stick them in your jotter 
to spell the word. 
 

Spell-er-size 
Spell out your letters like you 
are doing exercise. Jump up 
high for tall letters ( eg. t, l) 
put your hands on your hips 
for small letters (eg. a, e) and 
crouch down low for low 
letters (eg. y,g). 
 

Match Up 
Write each word of your 
spelling words on two 
different pieces of card or 
paper. Turn them all upside 
down and play pairs to try to 
match them. Read out the 
words to make sure they 
match. 
 

Sentence Please 
Write sentences using each 
of your spelling words. You 
may use more than one 
word in a sentence. 
Underline the words in your 
sentence. 
 

Spelling Flowers 
Draw a picture of flowers. 
Write each of your spelling 
words on a petal of the 
flowers. Challenge someone 
to find all the words. 
 

Toss a Word 
Toss or roll a ball between 
you and a partner. You say 
the first letter and then your 
partner says the second and 
so on. Try to spell all your 
words. 
 

Type 'em 
Type your spelling words on 
a computer. Try to use a 
different font and size for 
each word. 
 

Words Within Words 
Write out your spelling 
words and try to find other 
words hidden inside the 
words eg. school - cool More 
Words Use a thesaurus and 
look up your spelling words. 
Write down two words that 
could be used instead of 
your own. 
 

Reverse Reverse 
Try writing each of your 
spelling words backwards. 
Challenge someone to spell 
these words backwards 
correctly. 
 

More Words 
Use a thesaurus and look up 
your spelling words.  Write 
down two words that could 
be used instead of your 
spelling word. 

 


